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I was heading home late one summer’s night. It was
a two-hour drive, through the countryside, and I was
fascinated and horrified by the number of rabbits I
saw. They were on the roadside, across the fields, in
the scrub... everywhere I looked.

It made me reflect on the way in which these invaders
had, like cane toads, foxes, cats and blackberries,
infested a vast and ancient land. They had not asked
to come here; it was not their choice; but they were
like a pernicious skin disease. A person with severe
eczema can be so busy scratching their body that
important parts of their life get neglected. As well,

a person with severe eczema is more vulnerable to -
many other infections. '

It seemed to me that Australia was so busy scratching
its rabbits and feral cats and Scotch thistles that it
had lost its way. It was not the country it could have

been.

The analogy between the animal invaders, the
weed invaders and the human invaders seemed all
too obvious to me, as I drove on, along that lonely
country road. '

John Marsden, 2018
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THQB ATE OUR 9RaSs . They CHOPPED DOWN OUR TRECS AND SCARED AWAY OWR FRIENDS. .
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RaBBiTs, RaBRiTs, RaBRiTs.
MiLLIONS aND. MiLLIONS' of RaBBITS .
EVeRyWHERE WE LooK THe
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THe L2aND 1S BARE anp BROWN

AND THe WIND BLOWs EMPTY '

ACROSS THe PLAINS.




WHere is THE RicH, Dark EarTH,
BROWN anND MOjsT?

WHeRe is THe SMeRLL OF RaiN
DRipPiNg FROM THe GuM TREES ?
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WHeRe aRE THe 9REAT BilLaboNgs
ALIVE WiTH LONG-LESGED BiRD5 Y
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